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29 November 2021 

Dear 'Pa..1...--,aJr. / Y::--�,L� W\�b.Q.r,

I am writing to you as Chair of the Urology Services Inquiry as I understand that you and/or 

your family have been affected by the treatment received while a patient of the Southern Health 

and Social Care Trust's Urology service. I am writing to you to tell you a little about the Inquiry 

and our work and to ask you to help if you feel you can. 

The Minister for Health has asked the Inquiry to look at a number of matters. Those matters 

are set out in the document known as our Terms of Reference which is attached hereto and 

which can also be found on the Inquiry's website together with other material which may be of 

interest to you: 

www.urologyservicesinquiry.orq.uk. 

As can be seen, Part (d) of the Terms of Reference tasks me with making sure that those 

patients or immediate families who have been affected by the care received in the Trust's 

urology department have an opportunity to tell the Inquiry about their experiences. 

I do need to be absolutely clear that the Inquiry cannot make any decision on whether anyone 

should be held liable for things that may have gone wrong; it is for the courts to determine civil 

and criminal liability. If our investigations do disclose matters that need to be looked at by other 

bodies we may refer those matters to them for further investigation. You may be aware that 

aspects of Mr O'Brien's clinical practice are being investigated by the General Medical Council 

(GMC) and the Inquiry cannot encroach on the GMC's remit. 

This Inquiry is primarily examining issues relating to systems and governance which are 

relevant to the treatment and safety of patients. At the end of our work, the report to the Minister 

will have to make recommendations about things that we hope will make a difference to 

improving patient safety. To achieve this objective, and in order to make meaningful 






