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was an alarming trend toward increasing transfer rates in 

While our study was not able to truly demonstrate 

characterize the effects of insurance on patient outcomes.  

symptoms. Charts and data from transferring institutions 

to know why patients were transferred. For the transferred 
patients, we could not determine if there was a local 

contacted prior to initiating a transfer to our facility. We 
were also not consistently able to calculate distances from 

was any correlation between home zip code and insurance 
type. Outcomes for those patients who were surgically 
treated at outside facilities instead of being transferred 

patients was small compared to the number of patients who 
presented primarily, and the number of patients younger 
than eight years was small compared to patients older than 

up data for most of our patients, especially in terms of 

current data reinforces conclusions in prior studies1,4,14 that 
delays in presentation and treatment are more likely to be 
associated with the need for orchiectomy. 

testicular torsion. Boys with acute scrotum should be referred 
quickly for emergency care to increase their chances of 

include a brief genital exam, especially in younger patients 
who may not be able to accurately describe their symptoms. 
Children and families should be educated on the seriousness 
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could be perceived as potential sources of bias. The authors 
disclosed none. 
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