
 
  

       

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

  

   
 

  

 
 

   

  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

        

      

  

 

          

   

 

   

       

     

 

 

          

  

 

        

  

 

  

 

      

     

 

TRU-00821
INVESTIGATION UNDER THE MAINTAINING HIGH PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FRAMEWORK 

Witness Statement 

Respondent Statement 

NAME OF WITNESS Mr Aidan O’Brien 

OCCUPATION Consultant Urologist 

DEPARTMENT / DIRECTORATE Directorate of Acute Services, Craigavon Area Hospital 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY Dr Neta Chada, Associate Medical Director / Case Investigator 

DATE OF STATEMENT Thursday 3 August 2017 

PRESENT AT INTERVIEW Mrs Siobhan Hynds, Head of Employee Relations 
Mr Michael O’Brien, son 

NOTES The terms of reference were shared prior to the date of 
statement. 

1. The meeting commenced with welcome and introductions. The format of the meeting was 

outlined to me and it was explained that the meeting would be based on the previously shared 

Terms of Reference for the investigation. 

2. I asked for a full updated list of witnesses to be sent to me. I also asked for all witness statements 

to be shared with me. This was agreed. 

3. I have been asked to provide this statement in respect of an investigation in response to concerns 

about my conduct/clinical practice being carried out in accordance with the Trust Guidelines for 

Handling Concerns about Doctors and Dentists and the Maintaining High Professional Standards 

Framework. 

4. I agreed to answer questions specifically related to the terms of reference previously shared with 

me. 

5. My name is Mr Aidan O’Brien, I am employed by the Southern Health and Social Care Trust as a 

Consultant Urologist.  I have been in this position for 25 years. 

Term of Reference 1 

6. I explained that when patient referrals are sent to me there are only a minority which are 

personalised to me. To my knowledge I have always responded to these referrals. 
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TRU-00830
INVESTIGATION UNDER THE MAINTAINING HIGH PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FRAMEWORK 

Witness Statement 

Respondent Statement 

NAME OF WITNESS Mr Aidan O’Brien 

OCCUPATION Consultant Urologist 

DEPARTMENT / DIRECTORATE Directorate of Acute Services, Craigavon Area Hospital 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY Dr Neta Chada, Associate Medical Director / Case Investigator 

DATE OF STATEMENT Monday 6 November 2017 

PRESENT AT INTERVIEW Mrs Siobhan Hynds, Head of Employee Relations 

NOTES The terms of reference were shared prior to the date of 
statement. 

1. The meeting commenced with welcome and introductions. The format of the meeting was 

outlined to me and it was explained that the meeting would be based on the previously shared 

Terms of Reference for the investigation. 

2. The purpose of the meeting is to address Term of Reference 4 which had not been previously 

responded to. 

3. Dr Chada explained that this was the final meeting after which she could conclude the process. I 

explained to Dr Chada that I have a number of priorities in November / December including my 

Appraisal which I wish to get completed. I advised that I would be concentrating on this in the 

coming weeks. I outlined that this process is having a significant impact on myself and my wife – 

it is a difficult time. Dr Chada outlined that once we have agreed statements, a case report can 

be provided to the Case Manager. 

4. I advised that I have a number of issues with and comments to make on the previously shared 

notes from my first meeting with Dr Chada and also with the witness statements shared with 

me. I noted I intend to make commentary on both. 

5. I advised that of the 9 patients, highlighted to me for response in respect of time being added 

to the waiting list and when they came in for a procedure, only 2 were TURP patients. The initial 

information shared with me in respect of these concerns related only to TURP patients. I asked 

for clarification on this and if there had been a full review of my private patients undertaken – 

not just TURP patients. 

1 

Received from SHSCT on 09/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 26/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-01792

Comments relating to the Respondent Statement of Thursday 03 August 2017 

The following is a list of comments relating to the interview conducted by Dr. Chada on Thursday 

03 August 2017: 

• The statement did not include my enquiry relating to my failure to receive amended Notes 
of previous meetings following my submission of those proposed amendments. (This 
related to the Note of the meeting with Dr. Wright and Ms. Hainey on 30 December 2016 
and to the Note of the meeting with Mr. Weir and Ms. Hynds on 24 January 2017.} 

• Paragraph 3 relates that I have been asked to provide this statement in respect of an 
investigation in response to concerns about my conduct/ clinical practice being carried out 
in accordance with the Trust Guidelines for Handling Concerns about Doctors and Dentists 
and the Maintaining High Professional Standards Framework. Paragraph 3 is incorrect as I 
was not asked to provide this statement in accordance with either the Trust Guidelines or 
the Framework, nor could I have possibly been asked to do so, for the reasons as detailed 
in my letter of 30 July 2017, addressed to Dr. Khan. Succinctly, the Trust formulated its 
Guidelines in September 2010 in response to its obligation to do so, in order to implement 
the Framework. Therefore, such an investigation can only be conducted by the Trust in 
accordance with its Guidelines, and as the investigation was not completed by 30 January 
2017, its continuation since then cannot have been, and has not been, in accordance with 
its Guidelines. 

• Paragraph 7 should read: 'Of the non-personalised referrals allocated to me, i.e., those 
allocated to me as Consultant Urologist of the week, I triaged all red flag referrals during 
2015 and 2016, but did not triage the remaining referrals during 2015 and 2016. 

• Even though later paragraphs elaborate further, Paragraph 8 requires some amendment by 
way of clarification. The practice of allocating referrals to be triaged by the Consultant 
Urologist of the week, whilst being Consultant Urologist of the week, was introduced 
concurrent with the introduction of the Consultant Urologist of the week model in 2014. 
Whilst I did agree with it being so, I soon found it impossible to do, and I did advise by early 
2015 that I had found it impossible to do. The possibility or otherwise of doing so was not 
assisted by the complete lack of any clarity or agreement regarding the detail of the 
triaging process. 

• Paragraph 9 referred to the number of referrals which I had not triaged during 2015 and 
2016. I have been provided with the details of 319 referrals which I had not triaged during 
that time, and agree that that number is factually correct. 

• The second sentence in Paragraph 13 should read: 'The quantity of referrals is such that 
you cannot properly triage them'. 

• Paragraph 14 is very important. Did I ever say that I was no longer doing this. I believe that 
I did by advising that I had found it impossible to do. I did not use the words 'I am no longer 



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15001



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15002

Personal Information redacted by USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 
USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted by USIPersonal 

Informatio
n redacted 
by USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted 
by USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15003



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15004



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15005



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15006



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15007



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15008



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15009



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15010



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15011



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15012

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15013

Personal Information redacted by the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15014



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15015

Personal 
Informatio
n redacted 
by USI

Personal 
Informatio
n redacted 
by USI

Personal 
Informatio
n redacted 
by USI

Personal 
Informatio
n redacted 
by the USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15016



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15017



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15018



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15019



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15020



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15021



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15022



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15023



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15024



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15025



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15026



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15027



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15028



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15029



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15030



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15031



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15032



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15033



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15034

Personal 
Information 

redacted by the 
USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15035

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15036



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15037



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15038

Personal 
Informatio
n 
redacted 
by USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15039



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15040

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15041



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15042



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15043



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15044



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15045

Personal Information redacted by USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15046



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15047



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15048



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15049



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15050
Personal Information redacted by USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15051



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15052



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15053



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15054



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15055



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15056



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15057



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15058



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15059



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15060



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15061



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15062



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15063

Personal Information redacted by USI

Personal Information redacted by USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15064



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15065



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15066



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15067



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15068



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15069



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15070



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15071



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15072



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15073



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15074



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15075



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15076



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15077



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15078



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15079



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15080



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15081



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15082



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15083



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15084



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15085



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15086



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15087



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15088



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15089



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15090

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 
USI

Personal 
Informatio
n redacted 
by the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15091

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15092



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15093



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15094



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15095



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15096

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 
USI



Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21.  Annotated by the Urology Services Inquiry.

AOB-15097

Personal 
Informatio
n 
redacted 
by USI

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal Information 
redacted by USI

Personal 
Informatio
n redacted 
by the USI

Personal Information redacted by 
the USI

Personal 
Informati

on 
redacted 

by the 
USI

Personal 
Information 
redacted by 

the USI


	4.  TRU-00821; TRU-00830
	5.  AOB-01792
	6a. + 151a.  AOB-15001 - AOB-15316



