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rsonal

Aidan O’Brien FRCSI

28 May 2021

Dear Aidan

I was shocked to hear of allegations concerning your
clinical NHS practice. I do not know the details of the
allegations but it appears to me that you have been
treated in a shameful way.

[ 'am very grateful to you for the thorough, courteous and
considerate care you gave to me for prostate cancer prior
to your retirement. I am recovering well thanks to your
initial care and the ongoing care of Professor David
Stuart in Altnagelvin.

I have no doubt that the public questioning of your
reputation is traumatic for both yourself and your family.
I'look forward to the restoration of your reputation in the
forthcoming public inquiry.

Beir bu agus beannacht
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Dear Aidan,

Firstly, thank you for your letter. I appreciate the pressure and
distress this situation has put you and your family under. Can I
Just say that there is no need for you to worry about restoring
your good name. Your friends and patients already hold you in
the highest esteem and understand that you always acted with
their best interests i‘n mind.

Personally, the little procedure that you carried out on myself
seems to have been 100% successful and I do not see any need
for any further check ups or consultations with any different
urologist. If anything changes though, I will be contacting my
own private doctor or yourself about it.

T'understand that the health service might have their own
private agenda regarding your situation, can I once again assure
you that you and your family are held and will be held in the
highest possible esteem, regardless of any witch-hunt by the
NHS.

Yours Sincerely,
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11 December 2020

Aidan,

[ cannot begin to imagine what you and your family are going through at this time and I'm
sure there are no words which could ease your pain. However, Aidan, I simply wanted to let
you know that you and your family are in my thoughts each day and I very much wish you

the strength to get through this.

What has been done to you is extremely cruel and a betrayal of you and the unparalieled
work you have done at the Trust but I hope that it offers you some consolation to know that
everyone who knows you, is only too aware that this does not reflect your true character or

the ethos by which you have practised medicine.

I know you to be an extremely dedicated doctor who has always ensured you gave your
patients the utmost care and I have no doubt all your patients say the same.

Personal Information
redacted by the USI

From first-hand experience, I have seen the positive impact which you have had on
life, not only in terms of taking the time to really listen to her but also in diagnosing her
condition, one which she has struggled with for all of her adult life and until she came under
your care, one which had gone undiagnosed by other professionals. Your treatment and
care has totally changed her quality of life and for that we are all very grateful.

I hope you can have a peaceful Christmas and I'll continue to pray for you all to get the

strength and endurance to challenge this wrong.
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27th November 2020

Dear Aidan

It has just gone past ten o clock here in “Glorious’
evening and I am thinking of you ang all you love ang treasure,

Yesterday (Wednesday) evening I celebrated Mass for you and all you
love and treasure. J hope you and aJ] are well and bearing up under the
burden of thege days.

I'only know what | read in the bapers and whatever is the truth it is
generally not in the papers. And whether the truth will be in the Report
as commissioned by the Department of Health remains to be seen.
Systems are hard to beat.
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Va

So I write for old times’ sake. I pray with all my heart that you will be of
-good heart, even if the wolves are at the door. Please God the Truth will
out and if it does then I have nodoubt that you will be exonerated.

In the meantime I send my poor prayers to you and and all the

Personal Information redacted by

family. And of course to the US|

With every Blessing '
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Aidan O'Brien the USI

Personal Information redacted by the
usl|
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25t November 2020
D@u J

pPlease forgive this typed !etier - & handwritten letter aiways seems so muth rmore sincere,

but then my written is {z¢ from legible!

I’m sure you wiil remember me from the days | anaesthetised for you in Craigavon, many

years ago.

i ave been so distressed to see the vilification of you in the meacdia and just wanted to share
-

my thoughts with you.

.-
<

You were, and are, in my opinion, one of the most respected Urclogists in the Province. In
all my time with you, | would have been unable to fault you (apart from heing late for lists!).

You retain my admiration and professional respect.

| have had many 2ncounters with your patients over the years and have never heard

anything other than praise for your care. Indeed, you are among a decreasing number of

Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21. Annotated by the Urolo
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medics who not only provided treatment, but provided that thing which patients need most,

care.

On a personal basis, if | or any member of my family had required a Urologist, you would

have been my first port of call.

| know things must be particularly difficult for you at present, but if you can remember the

admiration in which you are held by others within and outside the profession, that may

help, even in a small way.

| assume you are getting the support you deserve? Unfortunately | know this assumption
may not be correct. | have been involved in cases in the past in which consultant colleagues
were investigated and was horrified by an almost universal failure of their peers to become

involved, support or to “put their heads above the parapet” in any way.

It would be my privilege to help in any way | can. | would be more than happy to
accompany you to any meetings (which you should not attend alone). Or even if you want

to sit and chat, go for a walk or whatever, | would be so happy to be involved.

Please remember the patients you have helped over the years — saved the life of many,

improved the quality of life of many others. You have given so much to help others.

Please, please let me know if there is anything | can do.

Stay safe and as strong as you can

With very best wishes

Personal Information redacted by the USI
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24 November 2020

A A v
e Aidsn

| was greatly saddened to learn of your current troubles. | realise that this will be a
difficult time for you, kil and the family. However, it will pass and, in a way that
you never wished for, you will be strengthened by the experience.

Those, like me, who know you, in my case over 60 years, recognise the tremendous
care and support that you have given to so many. We also know that patients
received life-saving and life-enhancing outcomes through your expert surgical
witerventions, and that you went 'the extra mile’ to ensure their wellbeing.

Please be reassured that your friends are not fazed by lurid headlines and recognise
your true worth. If you feel like meeting up for a coffee or a chat, please give me a
call.

With best wishes,

Personal Information
redacted by the USI

Mr Aidan O’Brien

Personal Information redacted by the USI
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Letter - Google Dacs AO B'20241

Personal Information redacted
by the USI

16 May 2021

Aidan O’Brien

Personal Information redacted by
the USI

Dear Aidan

In reply to the letter received from yourself. | was shocked to hear of the
allegations being brought against you. I'm sure this is the last thing you and
your family need at this time especially when you were looking forward to your
retirement.

I hope the allegations against you are proven to be unfounded and sorted as
soon as possible. As my consultant | can safely say you were a perfect
gentleman and a professional in the advice and treatment that you gave me. |
also appreciated the personal follow up consultation you offered.

I' would like to offer my support in clearing these allegations against you. If |
can help with a statement or being a whintness | would have no hesitation in
doing so. [ also have no problem with you using this letter if it helps.

Kind Regards

Personal Information
redacted by the USI
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Personal Information redacted by]

the USI

Dear Aidian
Thank you for your letter of the 6" May.

Can | take this opportunity to thank you for all your care and treatment in the past? | have
always found your treatment and advice to be of the highest quality.

Hopefully, the investigations will be concluded swiftly and your choice of returning to work
will take place very soon. No doubt family support will of great benefit during this difficult

time.

Should you require me to wite or attend any hearing, for a personal or patient reference,
please do not hesitate to ask. | would gladly assist.

Kind regards

Personal Information redacted by the USI
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M Personal Information redacted by the USI
From:
Bred Aidan O'Brien’s email address

.

Subject: Thank you
Date: Mon, 14 Dec 2020 23:24

Hi Aidan,

I am just writing to express how grateful I am to have found a doctor with the kind manor, patience, sense of humour,
professionalism and the gifted skill that you have been blessed with. Your dedication to your career and to your patients is
evident. I’m sure you’ve heard it all many times, but it warrants repeating that your talents are a gift to all who have been

fortunate enough to have you as their doctor.

I want to express my deepest gratitude for everything you did for me. The medication and surgeries completely changed my
life, I suffered so much pain before and you took the time to investigate, diagnose and treat me which I will be forever
grateful for. Had it not been for you I would probably have never been diagnosed and would still be suffering daily.

I am shocked to hear what is happening at the minute, I know how:much you were looking forward to retirement. It goes
without saying we do not believe any of it and you do not deserve to be going through it, I hope the truth will come to light.

Once again thank you so much for everything you did for me.

Sincerely,
Personal Information
redacted by the USI

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-gb/PrintMessage
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14th September 2021

Mr Aidan O’Brien '

Personal Information redacted by the USI

Dear Mr Q'Brien

| hope that you are well. It has been ages since we communicated.

Personal Information

| am willing to state at any tribunal that you treated both my wife il 2nd | with
the utmost care and attention over the last 15 years. Your treatment and
professionalism has greatly improved the quality of both our lives.

| hope | can be of some assistance to you in these times.

Kind regards

Personal Information redacted by the USI
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Personal Information redacted by
the USI

Dear Aiden,

B

Hello to you and family. | wrote to you last March to outline my support for you but was not

Per: | Inf ion redacted by the USI . .
sure of your address and | put down It seems there is a medical

centre there and the letter went to that address instead and was returned to me- my
address was on the back

Personal Information redacted by the USI

| was talking by phone to our mutual friend n the nursing home and he

got me your actual address but suggested that instead of sending the letter again, | putin on
a special facebook page comprised of people supporting you and my personal experience of
your dedication to me as a surgeon when | was very ill back in the 1993. | duly posted this on

the web page away back then.

Personal Information

iskaited and | keep in touch by phone as he cannot accept visitors and can not read due to
the stroke and he remains very annoyed by what happened to you- as | do as well.

I just want to tell you that if you need me as a former patient to formally stand up for you in
any way at any future hearing, let me know and | will do it.

Things have settled with me since my last visit to Craigavon in November 2017 when the
kidney function collapsed down to 12. It is now stable at 17-20 and | get the stent changed
in Craigavon every 6-8 months or so.

Owing to Covid there have been no Festival occasions in recent times. If and when they start
up again | will let you both know. Regards to [

Information |

Personal Information redacted by the USI

Yours
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AOB-20246

Anne-Marie Bovill

Anne-Marie Bovill
General Healthcare Policy | Department of Health

Contact: Personal Information redacted by the USI

Please consider the environment - do vou really nead to print this e-mail?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From:
Date: 10 December 20
To: robin.swannmlaf
Subject: Mr Aidan O

Dear Mr Swann,

I am amazed to read that there is to be a public inquiry into the work of Dr Aidan O’Brien.

I met Mr O’Brien when my Mother was a patient of his in Craigavon hospital.

We found him to be a Gentleman , extremely caring, and professional , and we certainly had no
complaints about my Mothers care under him .

We did , however , experience what I would consider neglect prior to Mr O’Brien himself
treating my Mother . We didn’t voice our concerns but we were most grateful and thankful when
Mr O’Brien took over .

The staff appeared to hold him in very high regard and assured us that he ‘was the

best’ ..

I know others who have only good to say about Mr O’Brien and the treatment that they and their
family received from him .

I think it only right that I speak in favour of Mr O’Brien .

I wish him well in this inquiry and I hope others , like myself, will speak from their positive
personal experience of him ..

I hope this will be passed on to his lawyers.

Thank you

Personal Information redacted
by the USI

Sent from my iPhone
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Personal Information redacted by the USI

Tuesday 22rd June.

Dear Aidan,

I have been very remiss in not writing to you sooner. Of course | was shocked when | learnt
of the accusations that were being levelled against you. The surgery | received from you
was second to none and | continue to enjoy good urological health. As you say you look
forward to defending yourself in any forth coming inquiry.

7
Personal

Personal Information
We hav next Tuesday evening to cut hedges-he might bringwho enjoys

strawberries-if the blackbirds have left some!

Aidan, you have my full support.
Very best wishes

Personal Information redacted by the USI
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An NI businessman has voiced his shock that the consultant, who helped extend his late

wife’s life by 18 years, is to be the subject of a public inquiry.

The Portadown businessman praised the professionalism and kindness of retired

consultant urologist Mr Aidan O’Brien.

Mr O’Brien, who was based at Craigavon Hospital, had brought a number of grievances

to the Southern Health Trust in the years prior to his retirement.

Since his retirement, the Southern Trust has recalled his patient records and Health
Minister Robin Swan ordered a public inquiry into ‘serious concerns’ the clinical

practice of Mr O’Brien.

However, a Portadown businessman, who prefers not to be named, has come out in

support of the consultant, who he holds in ‘the highest regard’.

He said: “My wife was a patient under the care of Mr O’Brien for almost 20 years. She

was simply referred to Mr O’Brien by her GP in 1999 and required immediate surgery.

“As Mr O’Brien cared for my wife we were always kept well informed of the various

treatments available and prognosis.

“Over the 20 years, through good times and more difficult times, he remained the same
polite, mannerly gentleman who made my wife feel at ease even when delivering bleak

news.

Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21. Annotated by the Urolo
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“At all times he treated my wife with respect, dignity, compassion and always had her
best interests at heart throughout her many treatments and operations,” said the

prominent businessman.

“He always endeavoured to look for the next best treatment available for her. His

bedside manner was exemplary.

“In the later months he continued to guide and support us when her illness was

untreatable.

“We feel we are indebted to Mr O’Brien and believe that through his expertise he

contributed to us having a further 18 years of treasured memories with my wife.”
The businessman is upset, concerned and confused at the launch of the public Inquiry.

He firmly believes it is the Southern Health Trust which should be investigated and be

the subject of a public inquiry.
He said: “Unfortunately for the Trust, it very much looks like a knee-jerk reaction.

“There seems to have been little consideration given to Mr O’Brien’s professionalism
during a lengthy career and the stature he holds within his field by his peers and

patients alike,” he said.

“T'would have expected the Trust to have carried out a full internal investigation and
hearing ensuring that they had gathered all the appropriate and accurate information

prior to pursuing a public inquiry.

Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21. Annotated by the Urolo
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“No-one deserves to be named (and shamed) publicly unless all other avenues have

initially been exhausted,” he said.

The Portadown widower said he was ‘shocked and astonished’ when he heard about the
inquiry. “At no point did or have we ever doubted Mr O’Brien’s expertise, ability and

good judgement. )

“As a family we think of Mr O’Brien as a friend and will support him to the best of our

ability to ensure his name is held in the highest regard and esteem.

~ “Providing our support is the least we can do to show our appreciation and gratitude for

the 20 years of care that Mr O’Brien has given our family.”

Received from Tughans OBO Mr Aidan O'Brien on 25/11/21. Annotated by the Urolo
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‘ormation redacted

3/12/2020

]

Dear Aidan,
I am writing to tell you how shocked and saddened I was to

hear of the recent difficulties you have encountered. It must be very
disappointing for this to happen as you begin your well-deserved
retirement.

I just wanted to let you know how highly I regarded you
during all the years I had the pleasure of working with you. Your practice
was always characterised by compassion, efficiency and genuine interest
in, and care for, patient welfare. You were always courteous, kind,
thoughtful, and delightful to work with. I considered it as a great privilege
to watch you work and assist you whenever I could, and I know my
colleagues hold you in similarly high regard. Concern for the physical
and emotional health and welfare of your patients was always your
primary concern and I still admire you greatly for that.

You treated my husband, 4 on more than one occasion for
kidney stone problems and he was very grateful at that time for the
excellent treatment he received at your hands.

I want you to know you have my full support and are in my
thoughts and prayers, and I wish you all the very best during the next few
months.

Your friend and former colleague,

Personal Information redacted by the USI
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Personal Information redacted by the USI

o Aidan O'Brien's email address

Subject: Fwd:
Date: Wed, 2 Dec 2020 12:02

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

Personal Information redacted by the USI

t U0 260U

. .
Personal Information redacted by the USI

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message: :’?
{
AUy

From' —
Date: 25 November 2020 at 00:21:5 M) iﬁﬂl PJu,ﬁr&,( QLG &

TO' Personal Information redacted by the USI

Hello
Mr Swann

™

My name is
Personal Information redacted by the
usl

In January 2018 I had a hip operation carried out privately in the Ulster clinic . Unfortunately
immediately after my operation the temporary catheter which was inserted by Ulster clinic caused
bleeding and chronic urine retention in my bladder and Prostrate- 2 days after I left the Ulster Clinic

I was rushed to Craigavon Area Hospital where the fantastic medical staff - led by Doctor Aidan
O Brien managed to treat my problem , fit me into a huge logistical queue of waiting patients for
operations and were able to repair the damage to my bladder . After 16 days in Craigavon Hospital I
got home . Thank God my health has been perfect ever since .

I want to put on record very very clearly that Dr O Brien who managed to visit me at least every
other day during my time in Craigavon- with his support staff and usually 4/5 medical students with
him - was absolutely incredible .His professionalism , calmness, attention to detail and his immense
patience with all the student staff .... helping them along the road of medicine ....was astounding.

In my lifetime I ve been in Hospital on 17 occasions . I am 60 years of age now . Without any
fear of contradiction or prejudice - Doctor Aidan O Brien has been the single most competerit,
cooperative and professional Medic I ve ever encountered.

With today’s so called “revelations “ casting doubts on his medical practices in the Media ....I
very firmly believe that Dr O Brien will not only be vindicated- but wiil lay bare some / many
discrepancies in and within the National Health Services - and certainly NOT the practices of Doctor

O Brien .

https://mail.aol.com/iwebmail-std/en-gb/PrintMessage
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Yours Very Very Sincerely
Personal Information
redacted by the USI

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-gb/PrintMessage
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